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RUSSIA’S WAR ON UKRAINE

Abstract

Russia’s war on Ukraine, which began in earnest with the invasion on
February 24, 2022, is one of the most significant and tragic events in modern
European history. This conflict, rooted in complex historical, political, and
cultural dynamics, has led to a humanitarian catastrophe, destabilized global
geopolitics, and raised fundamental questions about international law and order.
In this essay, we will explore the origins of the conflict, the key events that have
shaped it, the motivations behind Russia’s actions, the response from Ukraine
and the international community, and the broader implications of the war.
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1. Historical Context

The roots of the Russia-Ukraine conflict can be traced back to centuries
of intertwined history, but the most relevant period begins with the dissolution
of the Soviet Union in 1991. Ukraine, a former Soviet republic, declared its
independence on August 24, 1991, following a failed coup attempt in
Moscow. This independence marked a new chapter in Ukraine's history, but it
also set the stage for future tensions with Russia.

Ukraine’s independence was not universally welcomed in Moscow.
Many Russian nationalists and politicians, including President Vladimir Putin,
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viewed Ukraine as an integral part of the “Russian world” due to its historical,
cultural, and religious ties with Russia. Ukraine’s strategic location and
resources, particularly in the eastern Donbas region and Crimea, also made it
geopolitically significant for Russia. The most authoritative statements on
Russian policy were Putin’s.?

The annexation of Crimea by Russia in 2014 was a critical turning point
in the relationship between the two countries. The annexation followed the
Euromaidan protests and the ousting of Ukraine’s pro-Russian president,
Viktor Yanukovych. Russia’s move was widely condemned by the interna-
tional community and led to sanctions against Moscow. The annexation also
triggered a separatist conflict in eastern Ukraine, where pro-Russian rebels,
supported by Moscow, declared the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics.
In the end, though, freedom depends upon citizens, who are able to make a
distinction between what is true and what they want to hear.®

2. The Invasion of 2022

The full-scale invasion of Ukraine by Russia on February 24, 2022,
shocked the world. Despite warnings from Western intelligence agencies, many
observers were skeptical that Russia would launch a large-scale military operation
against Ukraine. However, Putin's decision to invade was driven by a combination
of factors, including his desire to prevent Ukraine from joining NATO, to restore
Russian influence in the post-Soviet space, and to counter what he perceived as
Western encroachment on Russia’s traditional sphere of influence.

The initial phase of the invasion saw Russian forces advancing rapidly
toward Kyiv, Kharkiv, and other major Ukrainian cities. However, the
Ukrainian military, bolstered by Western arms and intelligence support,
mounted a fierce resistance. The early days of the war were marked by intense
urban combat, devastating airstrikes, and the displacement of millions of
civilians. Despite significant territorial gains, Russian forces encountered
logistical challenges, stiff resistance, and difficulties in maintaining supply
lines, leading to a prolonged and bloody conflict.

3. Russia’s Strategic Motivations

Understanding Russia’s motivations for invading Ukraine requires an
analysis of both long-term strategic goals and immediate political
considerations. One of the primary motivations is Russia's desire to reassert
its influence over Ukraine and prevent it from integrating further with the
West, particularly with NATO. Ukraine's potential membership in NATO is
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seen by Moscow as an existential threat, as it would bring the military alliance
to Russia's borders. Putin’s strategy of implausible deniability exploited this
convention while destroying its basis.*

Another factor is Putin’s vision of restoring Russia’s status as a great
power. The collapse of the Soviet Union, which Putin famously described as
“the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th century,” left Russia
diminished in its global standing. By exerting control over Ukraine, Putin aims
to reverse what he sees as the losses of the post-Soviet era and re-establish
Russia’s dominance in the region.

Furthermore, domestic political considerations also play a role. The
invasion has been used by the Russian government to rally nationalist senti-
ment and distract from domestic issues, such as economic stagnation and
political repression. State-controlled media in Russia have portrayed the war
as a defensive operation to protect Russian-speaking populations in Ukraine
and to counter Western aggression.®

4. Ukraine’s Response and Resistance

Ukraine's response to the invasion has been marked by resilience and
defiance. Under the leadership of President VVolodymyr Zelenskyy, Ukraine
has mobilized its armed forces, enacted martial law, and called on its citizens
to resist the Russian occupation. The Ukrainian military, though outmatched
in terms of numbers and equipment, has utilized asymmetric tactics, including
guerilla warfare, to inflict heavy losses on Russian forces.

The Ukrainian government has also pursued a diplomatic campaign to
secure international support. Zelenskyy has made frequent appeals to Western
leaders, successfully securing military aid, financial assistance, and sanctions
against Russia. The Ukrainian resistance has been bolstered by a surge of
patriotism among the population, with civilians volunteering for territorial
defense units and providing logistical support to the military.®

In addition to military resistance, Ukraine has engaged in information
warfare to counter Russian propaganda. Ukrainian officials and social media
have been instrumental in shaping the narrative of the war, highlighting
Russian atrocities, and galvanizing international public opinion against the
invasion. This brutal, catastrophic struggle is unfolding in another continent,
but the United States and its NATO allies have become deeply implicated.”

4 Freedman L, (2022), The Russo-Ukrainian War and the Durability of Deterrence
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5. International Response

The international response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been
characterized by widespread condemnation, economic sanctions, and military
aid to Ukraine. The United States, European Union, and other Western coun-
tries have imposed unprecedented sanctions on Russia, targeting its financial
system, energy sector, and key industries. These sanctions have isolated
Russia economically, leading to a sharp contraction in its GDP and a decline
in living standards.

The war has galvanized NATO, leading to increased defense budgets and
a reevaluation of military strategies, particularly in Eastern European member
states. Countries such as Sweden and Finland, historically neutral, have sought
NATO membership, highlighting a shift in regional security perspectives.

Russia has faced significant international isolation due to sanctions and
political condemnation, impacting its economy and global influence. These
sanctions have affected various sectors, including banking, technology, and
trade, weakening Russia’s global economic connections.

The European Union has unified around unprecedented sanctions and
financial aid packages for Ukraine, strengthening its stance against Russian
aggression and emphasizing its commitment to supporting democratic
sovereignty in Europe.

In addition to sanctions, Western countries have provided substantial
military aid to Ukraine, including advanced weaponry, intelligence sharing,
and training for Ukrainian forces. This support has been crucial in enabling
Ukraine to mount a successful defense and counteroffensive against Russian
forces. NATO has also increased its presence in Eastern Europe, reinforcing
the alliance's eastern flank and deterring further Russian aggression.?

The international community has also responded through diplomatic
means. The United Nations has passed resolutions condemning Russia's
actions, though efforts to impose sanctions through the UN Security Council
have been blocked by Russia’s veto power. The International Criminal Court
(ICC) has launched investigations into alleged war crimes committed by
Russian forces, adding to the legal and moral pressure on Moscow.®

6. Humanitarian Impact

The war in Ukraine has resulted in a humanitarian crisis of staggering
proportions. Millions of Ukrainians have been displaced, both internally and
as refugees in neighboring countries. Cities such as Mariupol, Kharkiv, and
Kyiv have suffered extensive damage due to Russian airstrikes and artillery

8 McGlynn J, (2023) Russia’s War
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bombardments. The destruction of civilian infrastructure, including hospitals,
schools, and residential buildings, has exacerbated the suffering of the civilian
population. The US Government is the largest donor of humanitarian
assistance for the Ukrainian for people in Ukraine.*

The war has also led to widespread human rights abuses, including
reports of mass executions, torture, and sexual violence by Russian forces.
The Bucha massacre, where hundreds of civilians were found murdered after
Russian troops withdrew, is one of the most notorious examples of such
atrocities. These incidents have galvanized international efforts to hold
Russian officials accountable for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

In addition to the immediate human toll, the war has had long-term
consequences for Ukraine’s economy and social fabric. The destruction of key
industries, the disruption of agricultural production, and the loss of human
capital due to emigration and casualties have severely weakened Ukraine’s
economic prospects.! Rebuilding the country will require massive inter-
national assistance and a sustained commitment to post-war reconstruction.

Environmental Impact and Risks

e The destruction from military actions has caused environmental
damage in Ukraine, including damage to forests, rivers, and soil due to
weapon use, fires, and infrastructure damage. Additionally, the targeting of
industrial facilities and energy infrastructure has led to pollution and increased
risk of environmental hazards.

 The conflict has delayed progress on global climate commitments, as
countries focus on securing immediate energy supplies. Short-term increases
in coal and oil consumption to counteract gas shortages have emerged, raising
concerns about the impact on climate goals.

Social and Cultural Effects in Ukraine and Abroad

 In Ukraine, the war has fostered a strong sense of national identity and
resistance. The Ukrainian language, culture, and traditions have become
symbols of unity, pride, and resilience.

On a global scale, the conflict has drawn widespread public attention
and support, catalyzing an outpouring of humanitarian aid, solidarity move-
ments, and media coverage, helping to raise awareness about the resilience of
the Ukrainian people.*?

10 www.usaid.gov/humanitarian-assistance/ukraine
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The economic impact on Ukraine and the global economy

The conflict has devastated Ukraine’s economy, with severe disruptions
to agricultural production, energy infrastructure, and industrial output. Key
sectors like agriculture, steel, and energy have been heavily impacted,
hindering Ukraine’s ability to generate revenue and recover economically.

Globally, the war has disrupted supply chains and led to increased
prices, particularly for food and energy. Ukraine and Russia are both major
exporters of wheat, corn, and sunflower oil, and the war has reduced their
output, leading to a rise in food prices and increasing food insecurity in
import-dependent countries, especially in the Middle East and Africa.

The energy crisis has deepened, particularly in Europe, which relied
heavily on Russian gas. As sanctions on Russia intensified, gas supplies
diminished, causing energy costs to soar. European countries have accelerated
the transition to renewable energy sources to reduce dependency on Russian
gas®®, potentially hastening long-term shifts in energy policies.

7. Geopolitical Implications

The war in Ukraine has profound implications for global geopolitics. It
has reshaped the security architecture of Europe, leading to a resurgence of
NATO and a reorientation of European defense policies. Countries such as
Sweden and Finland, historically neutral, have sought NATO membership in
response to the perceived threat from Russia. The war has also strengthened
transatlantic ties, with the United States and European Union coordinating
closely on sanctions, military aid, and diplomatic efforts. 14

The conflict has also exposed and intensified global divisions. While
Western countries have largely united in their support for Ukraine, other major
powers, such as China and India, have taken a more cautious approach. China,
in particular, has balanced its relationship with Russia against its interest in
maintaining stable relations with the West. The war has highlighted the limits
of international consensus on issues of sovereignty and territorial integrity,
revealing the complexities of a multipolar world order.*®

The war has reshaped alliances and heightened tensions between
Western countries and Russia. As a result, Russia has sought to strengthen
relationships with non-Western powers like China, Iran, and India, fostering
alternative economic and political networks to counteract its exclusion from
Western markets.

13 Braithwaite R, (2023) Russia: Myths and Reality
14 Marieluise B, (2023) Understanding Ukraine: Tracing the Roots of Terror and Vielence
15 Giorgio S, (2021) Storia e Geopolitica Della Crisi Ukraina: Dalla Rus’ di Kiev a Oggi
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In many regions, the conflict has raised questions about the nature of
sovereignty, international law, and the willingness of global powers to inter-
vene in cases of aggression. This may have long-lasting effects on how con-
flicts are managed globally, as some countries reconsider their alliances and
security strategies.

Furthermore, the war has had significant implications for global energy
markets. Europe, which has historically relied on Russian energy exports, has
faced an energy crisis as a result of sanctions and Russian countermeasures.
This has accelerated efforts to diversify energy sources, invest in renewable
energy, and reduce dependence on fossil fuels. The war has also underscored
the strategic importance of energy security in international relations.

8. The Future of the Conflict

As of mid-2024, the conflict in Ukraine remains unresolved, with no clear
end in sight. While Ukrainian forces have regained some territory, including parts
of the eastern Donbas region, the war has settled into a grinding stalemate, with
both sides preparing for a protracted struggle. The possibility of a negotiated
settlement remains remote, as both Ukraine and Russia have entrenched positions
and face significant domestic pressures to continue the fight.

The future of the conflict will depend on several factors, including the
sustainability of Western support for Ukraine, the internal stability of the
Russian regime, and the broader geopolitical environment. The war has
already had a profound impact on the global order, and its outcome will shape
the future of international relations for years to come.

In the longer term, the war in Ukraine may serve as a cautionary tale
about the dangers of unchecked aggression, the importance of international
solidarity, and the need for a rules-based international order. It has highlighted
the fragility of peace in a world where power politics and territorial ambitions
still play a central role. The conflict has also underscored the resilience of
democratic societies in the face of external threats, as Ukraine has become a
symbol of resistance to authoritarianism and a test case for the future of liberal
democracy in the 21st century.

USA and Turkey mediation

The ongoing Russia-Ukraine war has prompted significant international
mediation efforts, with both the United States and Turkey playing pivotal roles
in seeking a resolution.

The United States has been a steadfast supporter of Ukraine, providing
military aid and imposing sanctions on Russia. U.S. officials have emphasized
the importance of a ceasefire as a prerequisite for meaningful negotiations.
Special envoy Gen. Keith Kellogg stated, “ceasefire first, talks later,”
highlighting the U.S. stance that Russia must demonstrate commitment to
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peace through actions, not just words. The U.S. has also coordinated with
Ukrainian officials to align diplomatic strategies, reinforcing its role as a key
ally in Ukraine's defense and diplomatic efforts.

Turkey, leveraging its unique position as a NATO member with strong ties
to both Russia and Ukraine, has emerged as a crucial mediator. President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has hosted multiple rounds of peace talks, including the
significant 2022 negotiations in Istanbul. Turkey's mediation facilitated the Black
Sea Grain Initiative, allowing the safe export of Ukrainian grain amidst the
conflict, thereby addressing global food security concerns. Additionally, Turkey
played a vital role in orchestrating prisoner exchanges between the warring
nations, showcasing its capacity to broker humanitarian agreements.

Despite these efforts, challenges persist. Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s decision to send lower-level officials to recent talks in Istanbul, instead
of attending personally, has been met with criticism and skepticism regarding
Russia’s commitment to peace. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
continues to advocate for direct negotiations with Putin, emphasizing the need
for high-level engagement to achieve a lasting resolution.

In conclusion, while the United States and Turkey have undertaken
significant mediation efforts in the Russia-Ukraine war, the path to peace
remains fraught with complexities. The success of these diplomatic endeavors
hinges on the willingness of the conflicting parties to engage earnestly in
negotiations and make necessary concessions for the sake of regional and
global stability.

9. Conclusion

Russia's war on Ukraine is a complex and multifaceted conflict with
deep historical roots and far-reaching consequences. It is a war that has
shattered the post-Cold War order, brought untold suffering to millions, and
posed significant challenges to the international community. As the conflict
continues, it will remain a focal point of global attention, with implications
that will reverberate far beyond the borders of Ukraine and Russia.®

The war has exposed the limitations of international institutions, the
fragility of global peace, and the enduring relevance of national sovereignty
in the modern world. It has also demonstrated the resilience of the Ukrainian
people and the importance of international solidarity in the face of aggression.
As the world grapples with the fallout from this war, it is imperative to learn
the lessons of Ukraine and work towards a future where conflicts are resolved
through diplomacy, not force, and where the rights of nations and peoples are
respected and upheld.*’
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